
 

Chapter 4ðTransportation  Page 1 

 

TRANSPORTATION  
  C

h
a

p
te

r 4
  

                                      
T

R
A

N
S

P
O

R
T

A
T

IO
N

 

Chapter 4  

TRANSPORTATION  



 

Chapter 4ðTransportation  Page 2 

 

TRANSPORTATION  
 



 

Chapter 4ðTransportation  Page 3 

 

TRANSPORTATION  
 

TRANSPORTATION ñChapter 4  

INTRODUCTION  

To achieve Sequimôs transportation vision, the Trans-

portation Element goals and policies are designed to 

guide development of the transportation network.  

The City envisions a future transportation system that 

provides for all modes of travel by offering a robust 

network of roadways, bicycle, and pedestrian facili-

ties. Streets are a dominant feature in the City ï they 

form the backbone of the transportation network, but 

also shape how community members respond to their 

environment, in terms of physical activity and social 

interaction. Most of Sequimôs streets were designed 

with vehicular mobility as the primary objective, with 

little in the way of streetscape amenity. While there 

are a growing number of dedicated non-motorized 

facilities (sidewalks, bike lanes, and separated trails), 

the Cityôs non-motorized facilities still have a num-

ber of gaps. 

The Cityôs key mobility challenges are listed below. 

Vehicle Mobility 

Traffic congestion along Washington Street through 

downtown is related to its intersection with Sequim 

Avenue. Since traffic on Sequim Avenue is only in-

terrupted at the Washington traffic signal and the 

roundabout at Old Olympic Highway, many east-

west travelers concentrate onto Washington. Lengthy 

queues can be seen year-round at the intersection of 

Washington Street with Sequim Avenue. The peak 

summer months bring significant congestion to 

Washington Street. During key festivals, queues can 

extend the entire length of Washington, and in some 

cases, back onto US HWY 101. The lack of con-

trolled intersections along Sequim Avenue serves as 

a barrier to east-west mobility. Shifting some traffic 

away from Washington by improving other Sequim 

Avenue intersections is a primary transportation goal.  

Outside of the core area, particularly in new develop-

ments, the roadway network includes many cul-de-

sacs and dead end streets. Vehicle trips that should be 

relatively short require users to travel longer distanc-

es. This design funnels traffic to a few key roadways 

instead of spreading traffic across multiple roadways. 

Future land use and roadway development should fo-

cus on connecting roadways that currently dead-end 

to provide a more connected network of roadways. 

Transit Service 

Clallam Transit provides fixed-route, Paratransit and 

dial-a-ride service in Sequim.  These services are fre-

quent and extensive for a small city, running 30 - 45 

minute frequencies and from 6:10 am to 9:30 pm.  

Unfortunately, many new Sequimites are retirees who 

want to maintain their reliance on their automobile 

from their former lifestyle and do not become adap-

tive to a multimodal lifestyle.  Paratransit services are 

eligible to 85-year plus able-bodied persons although 

many retirees locate to non-service areas.  Paratransit 

is complimentary ADA service to Clallam Transit 

fixed-route services.  The law requires Paratransit 

services within three-quarters of a mile of the fixed-

route alignment. 

 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility 

In examining the bicycle and pedestrian network, Se-

quim benefits from its location on the Olympic Dis-

cover Trail (ODT), a well-established street grid in 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ƪŜȅ ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭǎΣ ǉǳŜǳŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 

ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎΣ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƻ ¦{ Iǿȅ млмΦ 

/ƭŀƭƭŀƳ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ tŀǊŀǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ Řƛŀƭ-ŀ-ǊƛŘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ {ŜǉǳƛƳΦ 
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the city center, existing bicycle facilities, and a com-

munity that is interested in active transportation. 

Challenges lie in creating more safe routes for cy-

clists into and through Sequim and providing a cohe-

sive and ADA-compliant sidewalk network that im-

proves mobility for pedestrians and mobility scooter 

users. Network development includes multiple routes 

for ODT users to travel through Sequim as well as 

access local destinations. 

Trips Generated by Growth Outside the Urban 

Growth Area 

For several decades, twice as much population 

growth has occurred outside the urban area as within 

it. Since this pattern has continued in an era of 

Growth Management that intends quite the opposite 

growth dynamic, the ramifications of continued 

growth of this level outside the cityôs urban growth 

area are significant. If the non-UGA Valley just ex-

periences the same 2% annual growth as planned for 

the city, there will be over 3,500 new homes dis-

persed throughout the Valley by 2035. This magni-

tude of growth generates 25-30,000 additional car 

trips per day on rural roads, and most of these trips 

are destined for places in Sequim where the bulk of 

services and urban amenities are provided.  These are 

travel volumes that adversely impact city mobility 

that city capital financing resources cannot resolve. 

To many in Sequim, quality of life includes manag-

ing traffic to minimize the inconvenience of conges-

tion; to maintain arterial capacity to accommodate 

local connections; and to avoid collateral damage to 

neighborhood street safety from suburban traffic 

seeking ñshort-cutò alternatives to arterial routes. 

Without intervention by the county through its plans 

and zoning to reverse the two-thirds ñruralò / one-

third urban growth split, the cityôs Layered Network 

cannot perform as designed to meet these mobility 

expectations of Sequim residents. The transportation 

impacts of Valley growth outside the UGA, if left 

unaddressed, jeopardize much of the good directions 

in this Chapter.  

This Chapter is based on the Transportation Master 

Plan (2013) that provides more direction, details, and 

explanation of the Cityôs current and future transpor-

tation systems and is an inherent part of this Compre-

hensive Plan.  

 

LƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǊƻŀŘǎ 

ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ {ŜǉǳƛƳ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƳŜƴƛǝŜǎΦ 
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VISION  

Parts of the Vision guide the cityôs future TRANSPORTATION system: 

¶ A more compact pattern of growth will create a future that is affordable in all waysðphysically, environ-

mentally, socially, and economically; 

¶ Improved street and path connectivity among places of living, shopping, services, employment, and recrea-

tion will increase mobility, convenience and transportation choices; 

¶ New homes will fill in undeveloped residential lands to strengthen neighborhoods by enhancing safety, 

creating more livable streets, providing opportunities for mutual support, and promoting a social fabric 

where ñsmall-town friendlinessò is experienced every day; 

¶ Greater diversity in age, household type, ethnicity, income, lifestyle, housing, mobility, and economic ac-

tivity will increase community opportunities, variety, and interest, and; 

¶ The communityôs image and identity will be promoted by active management and responsible stewardship 

of both the human-built and natural environments. 

MULTI -MODEL TRANSPORTATION  

¢w Dh![ пΦм aǳƭǝ-ƳƻŘŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴΥ tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜΣ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ Ƴǳƭǝ-

ƳƻŘŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΦ 

th[L/L9{ 

 

¢w пΦмΦм ah.L[L¢¸ ²L¢I Dwh²¢I 

Maintain the communityôs ability to make trips within 

and through the city with a transportation system that 

provides safe, convenient and efficient circulation 

even as the urban area grows by forty percent in 20 

years. 

Discussion:  One of the qualities of a ñsmall townò is 

the ability to get to destinations quickly and with lit-

tle inconvenience. This usually means that routes are 

direct and the travel time somewhat predictable. In 

very small places, these are not an issue ï thereôs just 

not enough separation among community destina-

tions to create hindrances. As places get more popu-

lous and cover more area, however, the convenience 

and efficiency of the transportation system come un-

der increasing stress. The solutions are several: 1) 

provide a range of mobility options, as provided in 

the Layered Network (Policy TR 4.2.1), 2) insure 

citywide connectivity by maintaining the functional 

characteristics of a grid ï block size, interval of inter-

sections, and street continuity, and 3) fully utilize the 

cityôs capacity for new housing that fills in existing 

residential districts that are in proximity to the com-

munityôs primary destinations.  

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻǿƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǝƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀƴŘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
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¢w пΦмΦн bhb-ah¢hwL½95 ah.L[L¢¸ 

/hbb9/¢L±L¢¸ 

Promote the development of  safe and convenient 

pedestrian, bicycle, and mobility cart systems that 

encourage multi-modal access to and from residential 

neighborhoods, parks, schools, civic buildings and 

the Cityôs commercial and employment areas. 

Discussion: The Layered Network is designed for 

high connectivity among the communityôs major 

activity districts and residential neighborhoods by 

providing options for alternative modes of 

transportation.  Each layer plays a critical role in 

achieving a multi-model transportation future that 

offers mobility choices. For Sequimôs active senior 

population, the grid of sidewalks and pathways 

facilitates walking for health and affordable 

connectivity, and for those reliant on mobility 

scooters to access needs, there is a route system 

designed to meet those needs as well. Cars and bikes 

have network layers, too, with all layers combining 

to meet the diverse circulation needs of residents.  

  

 

 LAYERED NETWORK  

¢w Dh![ пΦн ¢w!b{thw¢!¢Lhb b9¢²hwYΥ tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƭƭ ƳƻŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŜŶŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 

ǳǎŜǊǎΦ 

th[L/L9{ 

 

¢w пΦнΦм [!¸9w95 b9¢²hwY 

Develop and maintain a Layered Network recogniz-

ing that not all streets provide the same quality of 

travel experience and as such, classifies streets as 

Boulevards, Urban Avenues, Downtown Main 

Streets, School Connections, Active Alleyways, Local 

Streets and Rural Transitions. 

Discussion:  The Layered Network is a multi-modal 

transportation strategy that evolves as the community 

grows and demand increases. Some of the modes in 

the Network are expected to become more popular as 

new homes fill in the cityôs loose residential fabric 

outside the central area. As new residential plats are 

proposed, the cityôs subdivision review process pro-

vides the opportunity to reflect the types of mobility 

demand in planning, designing and budgeting for 

capital improvement projects that support these 

modes. 
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¢w пΦнΦп /hb{L{¢9b/¸ 

Require all urban development and improvements to 

be consistent with the Layered Network, Bicycle Net-

work, Pedestrian Priority Routes, Mobility Cart Net-

work and ADA requirements. 

Discussion:  The development review process pro-

vides the opportunity to ensure new developments 

meet all requirements necessary to create a success-

ful layered network. The cityôs transportation plan-

ning history is one of missed opportunities, and part 

of that history is the lack of definitive expectations 

adopted in the Comprehensive Plan. Consistency is a 

discipline that is incumbent on city officials to re-

spect by conducting development reviews consistent 

with this Planôs directions. 

¢w пΦнΦн ±!wL9¢¸ hC {¢w99¢ ¦{9{ 

Ensure the Layered Network continues to provide for 

all varieties of street uses including: regional mobili-

ty and cross-town trips, commuting, shopping and 

recreational travel, property access, vehicle storage, 

parking, transit use, walking, biking and use of mo-

bility carts. 

Discussion:  The Layered Network is a multi-modal 

transportation strategy that evolves as the community 

grows and demand increases. Some of the modes in 

the Network are expected to become more popular as 

new homes fill in the cityôs loose residential fabric 

outside the central area. As new residential plats are 

proposed, the cityôs subdivision review process pro-

vides the opportunity to reflect the types of mobility 

demand in planning, designing and budgeting for 

capital improvement projects that support these 

modes. 

 

 

¢w пΦнΦо ²9[[-/hbb9/¢95 b9¢²hwY 

Guide development of new Local Streets to form a 

well-connected network that provides for safe, direct 

and convenient access to the existing roadway net-

work for automobiles, bicycles and pedestrians.  

Discussion: To insure performance of local streets 

over time, design of new residential development is 

expected to be consistent with the Future Roadway 

Network.  Loop streets and cul-de-sac subdivision 

elements that create discontinuities in the Network 

are to be particularly avoided except where topogra-

phy or development-sensitive areas make Network 

connectivity prohibitive. Network connectivity is a 

foundation of healthy neighborhoods that rely on the 

street grid for all modes of circulating within and be-

yond the neighborhood (see Policy LU 3.4.7).  

 

 
¢w пΦнΦр 59{LDb {¢!b5!w5{ 

Develop and enforce design standards consistent 

with the Layered Network for all arterial and local 

street types. 

Discussion:  Building streets to match the images in 

the Comprehensive Plan entails applying adopted 

design standards to project design and development.  

These standards are found primarily in the subdivi-

sion code and the Transportation Master Plan and 

may be a product of sub-area or master planning spe-

cific districts.  As mobility norms change over time 

and with the introduction of new transportation tech-

nologies, standards need to be updated to reflect new 

demand and behaviors. 
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SYSTEM DESIGN 

¢w Dh![ пΦо ah.L[L¢¸ .¸ 59{LDbΥ  CƻǊƳ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ōŜǧŜǊ 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝǾƛǘȅΣ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƳƻŘŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǝƻƴΦ 

th[L/L9{ 

¢w пΦоΦн DwL5 {¢w99¢ {¸{¢9a 

Employ a grid of blocks defined by local access 

streets in the design of new subdivisions to avoid 

concentration of vehicular trips, improve safety to 

neighborhood streets, enhance community connectiv-

ity, and provide route options for all modes of travel.  

Discussion: A well-connected street grid enhances 

traffic flow and provides safe and convenient access 

for all (including people travelling on foot, by bicy-

cle, and mobility scooter). This is particularly im-

portant in the more urban portions of the city, where 

it is anticipated that people will be traveling by 

means other than a personal automobile. However, 

even outside of the city center, it is critical that the 

transportation system be constructed to encourage the 

CƛƎΦ пΦ! {ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝǾƛǘȅΦ  

most efficient travel patterns possible.  

Every major subdivision in Sequim since 1980 has 

the form of the drawing on the left in Fig. 4.A with 

loop streets and cul-de-sacs.  A trip within the neigh-

borhood is a 3.5 times greater distance than a pre-

1980s subdivision with the traditional neighborhood 

from in the drawing on the right that follows the clas-

sic grid system.  The traditional neighborhood design 

disperses traffic, creates shorter trips, and provides 

better neighborhood and community connections. 

Fig. 4.B provides another real-life example in a big 

city, but the differences in form and the resulting con-

sequences apply to cities and towns of any size. 
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CƛƎΦ пΦ. {ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ƳƻōƛƭƛǘȅΦ 

On the following page, Fig. 4.C provides measurable 

design guidelines for creating a well-connected street 

grid.  In order to be sensitive to the surrounding 

neighborhood context, two sets of guidelines have 

been establishedðone developed for Sequimôs city 

center and another for the cityôs more rural and sub-

urban districts. Many of these guidelines have been 

successfully implemented in other cities to create 

more walkable and connected communities. 

 
¢w пΦоΦн /![a b9LDI.hwIhh5 ¢w!CCL/ 

Apply design features to calm vehicular traffic within 

neighborhoods while maintaining a balance between 

the competing needs of community mobility and safe 

neighborhood streets.  

Discussion: While a connected street grid distributes 

traffic flow onto multiple routes and minimizes travel 

distances for walking and biking as well as car travel, 

the grid also creates a potential for non-local, cut-

through traffic and increased vehicle speeds on wide 

residential streets with long blocks. Traffic calming 

techniques address these potential problems while 

retaining all of the good attributes of an interconnect-

ed roadway system.  Traffic calming utilizes physical 

features to alter driver behavior as a means to im-

prove safety for all roadway users and reduce impacts 

to adjacent land uses. It is a well-established practice 

worldwide, backed by substantial quantitative evi-

dence of its benefits in reducing travel speeds and 

enhancing safety.  

¢w пΦоΦоΦ ![[9¸{ 

Incorporate alleys in new residential subdivisions to 

create safer pedestrian environments, eliminate vehi-

cle-backing onto local access streets, provide con-

venient access to utilities and services, and decrease 

overall impervious surface area. 

Discussion: Alleys were a feature of most residential 

subdivision designs for most of a century. Then came 

the mid-1950ôs advent of the suburbs with enclave 

subdivisions that strove to establish identity unique-

ness ï mostly a marketing strategy ï at the sacrifice 

of connectivity to adjacent development. Since travel 

distance to work, shopping, school, church ï every-

¢ǊŀŶŎ ŎŀƭƳƛƴƎ ǳǝƭƛȊŜǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭǘŜǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΦ 
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м¢ƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ōƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅΥ CƛǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘ όƴƻǊǘƘύΣ рǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ όǿŜǎǘύΣ ¦{ ¦{ млм όǎƻǳǘƘύΣ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀƪŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ όŜŀǎǘύΦ 

CƛƎΦ пΦ/ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝǾƛǘȅ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ 

aŜǘǊƛŎ tǳǊǇƻǎŜ /ƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊм hǳǘǎƛŘŜ /ƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

!ǊǘŜǊƛŀƭ Lƴπ
ǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƻƴ 
{ǇŀŎƛƴƎ 

LƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜπ
ƭȅ ǎǇŀŎŜŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǘǊŀŶŎ 
ƅƻǿΦ 

рлл-тлл ŦŜŜǘ рлл-мΣллл ŦŜŜǘ 

wŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ 
LƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƻƴ 
{ǇŀŎƛƴƎ 

LƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜπ
ƭȅ ǎǇŀŎŜŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ōƛƪƛƴƎΦ 

нлл-плл ŦŜŜǘ олл-прл ŦŜŜǘ 

/Ǌƻǎǎ /ƛǊŎǳπ
ƭŀǝƻƴ wƻǳǘŜǎ 

9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ōȅ ƴƻƴ-ŀǳǘƻ 
ƳƻŘŜǎ ōȅ ǎƘƻǊǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ Řƛǎπ
ǘŀƴŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǳǎŜǎΦ 

tǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ 
ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ōƭƻŎƪǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
рлл ŦŜŜǘΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ 
ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘǎ 
ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ŦŜŀǎƛōƭŜ 

bƻ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΣ ōǳǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎ 
ŀǘ Ŏǳƭ-ŘŜ-ǎŀŎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘ 
ŜƴŘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǎǳǊπ
ŦŀŎŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ 

ŦŜŀǎƛōƭŜ 

/ǳƭ-5Ŝ-{ŀŎ 
[ŜƴƎǘƘ 

¢ƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝǾƛǘȅΣ Ŏǳƭ-ŘŜ-
ǎŀŎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Ŏƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ŜƭǎŜπ
ǿƘŜǊŜΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ Ŏǳƭ-ŘŜ-
ǎŀŎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀȄƛπ
ƳǳƳ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦ 

bƻǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǧŜŘ 
нлл-плл ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 
ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ Ŏƛǘȅ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ 

LƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƻƴ 
!ƴƎƭŜǎ 

LƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
ŀƴƎƭŜǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ 
ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 
ƳƻŘŜǎΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŀƭƭ 
ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άǎǉǳŀǊŜŘ 
ǳǇέΦ 

флϲ сл-флϲ 
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thing ï was farther, cars assumed a much greater 

presence in everyday life. The form of suburban 

houses and the character of neighborhood streets 

evolved to fit this higher standing of the automobile.  

The double-car garage and matching double-width 

driveway had little effect on neighborhood life; fami-

lies retreated to large, fenced back yards for recrea-

tion and entertainment as the front yard and street lost 

the qualities for social engagement.  With garages 

now attached to and extending the structure of the 

house and accessed from the street, the need for al-

leys waned into near non-existence in this era of 

ñmodernò subdivision design. 

One of the changes this brought was the introduction 

of utility services at the street rather than from an al-

ley. This was cheaper for developers, but it came at a 

cost: green service boxes sprouted throughout the 

new development with vaults and pedestals a ubiqui-

tous visual element of a suburban streetscape. With-

out alleys, garbage cans joined these other alien ele-

ments every week or two. 

The other major introduction to the residential 

streetscape this induced is the car, truck, boat, trailer, 

etc. parked in the driveway that is cut out of the tradi-

tional front yard ï accumulated vehicles (and ñtoysò) 

came out from hiding benignly in the back yard to 

become a statement in the front yard. However, it 

isnôt a change that every neighbor has appreciated, 

and vehicles of all kinds parked in the front yard con-

tinue to be a point of conflict in most communities 

several decades after this shift away from alleys. 

Saving the street for visitor and overflow parking is 

good for safety. Curbside parking narrows the travel 

width, slowing vehicle speeds. The presence of cars 

(along with street trees) creates an added safety barri-

er between errant drivers and walkers. Safety is also 

increased by eliminating the danger of backing from 

a front yard driveway onto a street, a risk to pedestri-

ans as well as passing cars. The included driveway 

curb cut also disrupts the continuity of a flat sidewalk 

if there is a missing or narrow planter strip, creating a 

potential hazard to walkers, those on mobility carts, 

or kids on trikes.  

The contribution of alleys to community friendliness 

is included among the qualities of good neighbor-

hoods (see Policy LU 3.4.5).  Alleys create an envi-

ronmental benefit, too, especially if done as in Fig. 

4.C (also see Policy EE 9.x.x.). The inclusion of al-

leys in residential project design is part of the platting 

requirements and development standards in subdivi-

sion regulations. Not all urban conditions and factors 

of the natural environment are conducive to alleys in 

all parts of every development ï crafting criteria to 

provide for variation from an absolute requirement 

for alley-inclusive development is a part of revising 

subdivision regulations to implement the intent of 

this Plan. 

 

{ǳōǳǊōŀƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎ  ƳƻǾŜŘ ƎŀǊŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΣ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭŜȅǎΦ 

²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƭƭŜȅǎΣ ƎŀǊōŀƎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ 


